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Urban Structural Park
 by Ben Mokri

Level Graduate
Course Master’s Degree
Advisor/Instructor Alan Rosenblum
Principal Investigator Avery Caldwell
Department/School Digital Media Arts, New School of Architecture 
 and Design

Summary description of project:

The structural park is a response to the need for 
public space and facilitation to the future revitalization 
of Harbor Drive.  The structural park is a new urban 
fi t for downtown San Diego; connecting Gaslamp to 
Barrio Logan through Harbor Drive.  The structural 
park acts as a blurring agent, blurring out the 
boundaries of downtown zoning system by acting 
as a node, making a mental and physical connection 
from Gaslamp to Barrio.  

Through a series of studies and meta-diagram 
studies it was realized that the structural park will 
also act as an agent, normalizing the revenue 
generation and exchange between Gaslamp and 
Barrio.
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Jury comments:

This project for an “Urban Structural Park” in San Diego begins 
with a convincing, three dimensional analysis of the modern city’s 
infrastructural logic, using form•Z to both understand that logic 
and then to clearly visualize and communicate it.  The project 
merges a series of new readings of this logic, transforming latent 
patterns into overtly coded ones.  The merging of connectors 
between cultural event space and a negotiation of existing 
and planned movement in the city produces a new program 
of exhibition and loosely programmed space.  Renderings and 
conventional drawings generated from the model are compelling 
and show the designer’s digital skills. — Beth Blostein

An excellent collage of images – showing both the planning / 
overview, the technical side of the proposal and the emotional 
overview –  that all together makes a great project because it 
quickly gives the viewer a great understanding of the proposal.  
— Robert Brainard
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