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Project Title Flare Storm
 
Student Name Luke Johnson
Level Senior
Course Industrial Design Studio V
Advisor/Instructor John Houlihan & Robert Brainard
Principal Investigator Robert Brainard
Department/School Design Department, 
 University of Bridgeport, 
 Bridgeport, Connecticut

Summary deScription of project:

The Flare Storm is an emergency light and radio for disaster situations. Designed as 
part of the senior level industrial design studio, the intent is to combine three elements 
-- a flashlight, an emergency radio, and a hand powered generator.  form•Z was used 
along with sketch development early in the design process to explore the possible 
product configurations.  It naturally followed to continue using form•Z for finalizing the 
concept and rendering images for the final presentation. 

reaSonS for the nomination:

This student continues to show his understanding of 3-D modeling, and Their command 
of form•Z. In spite of a number of other software programs at their disposal at the 
University of Bridgeport, they continue to come back to form•Z for their conceptual and 
communication needs.  Specifically he/she demonstrates an excellent level of 
development in form•Z, excellent presentation with form•Z, and an excellent all around 
integration of form•Z with the design process.
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jury commentS:

I felt this project was most adept at 
using the digital tools at hand to best 
communicate the design.  The model 
was well detailed and the design 
thoroughly thought through.  The 
student was able to use a combination 
of tools together seamlessly. 
- Bart Overly

This student displayed a command of 
the digital media that allowed him to 
explore both formal concerns as well as 
effective functionality as expressed both 
in the model and presentation layout.  
Well done renderings and diagrams as 
well as written text all work in unison to 
effectively describe this project. I would 
have enjoyed seeing this project 
fabricated, or perhaps, use layered 
rendering techniques to create an 
x-ray/cutaway type rendering to reveal 
the insides or materiality of this product 
and add a bit of variety to the imagery. 
- Victor Martinez

Upon viewing the first image I wondered 
where the driver sat... the hand image 
charging this product gave me the 
answer. This designer utilized the power 
of form•Z not only to beautifully model 
and virtually render Flare Storm to 
clearly communicate all its functional-
ity features and show how the product 
works. The graphic plate layout was also 
nicely executed... I preferred the single 
plate with Flare STORM logo braking 
the top bar rule (be consistent). 
A well designed and strongly presented 
digital project. – Dennis Andes
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